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W E L C O M E 
 

March 1, 2023

Dear Colleagues:   

On behalf of St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital and the Pediatric Infectious Diseases Society,  
we welcome you to the 22nd Annual St. Jude/PIDS Pediatric Infectious Diseases Conference featuring 
symposia in Pediatric ID Research, Transplant/Immunocompromised Hosts ID, Global Health and Career 
Development. The conference draws from all the Pediatric Infectious Diseases training programs in the 
country, along with international programs, with the purpose of highlighting research as a career for 
pediatric infectious diseases specialists. 

This year, faculty, fellows, and students will have the opportunity to attend in-person and virtually.  
Our first in-person conference since before COVID-19. We are excited to have visitors once again on  
the campus of St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, as well as offering virtual attendance for many  
more who are unable to be with us in-person. 

The program features cutting edge information relevant to immunocompromised hosts including non-
tuberculous mycobacterial infections in immunocompromised hosts, and a debate style session on infectious 
risk factors in solid organ transplant donors and recipients. Additionally, sessions will highlight challenging 
cases and focus on current diagnosis, treatment, and management of infectious complications in pediatric 
patients with immunocompromising conditions or those undergoing transplantation. Oral abstracts will 
highlight key research projects in the immunocompromised hosts, research and global medicine. Keynote 
speakers will address a future vision of Global Infectious Diseases and the pathogenesis of Staphylococcal 
infections. In addition, career development presentations will focus on transitioning from fellow to faculty 
physician along with brief career pathway talks on funding sources for research, careers outside of academia, 
and global health. 

Most exciting this year, Melissa Marshall of Present Your Science, will give a talk on how to give effective 
presentations. Her talk will help scientists of all backgrounds and specialties transform how their work  
and research is presented – for good. 

Perhaps most importantly, attendees will have an opportunity to present their original research to colleagues 
in pediatric infectious diseases, with original science abstract publications in basic and clinical science, 
epidemiology, laboratory diagnostics, global health, and health outcomes. All accepted abstracts will be 
presented at an in-person poster session as well as have their research featured on the conference website. 

We look forward to an excellent meeting and to meeting each of you, virtually and in-person, over the  
next few days. Please reach out to us or a member of the PIDS Research Affairs Committee or  
Transplant ID – St. Jude Subcommittee if you need anything at all. 
 
Sincerely,

Elaine I. Tuomanen, MD, FPIDS
Emeritus Chair, Department of Infectious Diseases
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital

C. Buddy Creech, MD, MPH, FPIDS
PIDS President-Elect
Chair of the PIDS Research Affairs Committee
Vanderbilt University Medical Center

Tanvi Sharma, MD, MPH
Chair, PIDS Transplant ID – St. Jude Subcommittee
Boston Children’s Hospital

Miguela Caniza, MD, MPH
Director, Infectious Diseases Program
St. Jude Global
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 1

7:55 – 8:00 AM  
Auditorium

Welcome and Introduction to the St. Jude/PIDS Pediatric ID Conference
Miguela A. Caniza, MD, MPH
Director Infectious Diseases Division of Global Pediatric Medicine
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital

8:00 – 9:30 AM
Auditorium Luminaries in Global Health

8:00 – 8:45 AM

Opportunities to Reduce Infectious Causes of Global Child Mortality 
Scott F. Dowell, MD, MPH
Deputy Director, Surveillance and Epidemiology; Pneumonia and Pandemic Preparedness
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, Seattle, WA

8:45 – 9:30 AM

Pediatric Infectious Diseases: Progress and the Unfinished Global Agenda  
Wilson Milton Were, MBChB
Medical Officer, Child Health Services
Department of Maternal, Newborn, Child and Adolescent Health
World Health Organization, Geneva, Switzerland

Moderator: Jimmy Carlucci, MD, MPH

9:30 – 9:45 AM Q & A with Luminaries   
Moderator: Jimmy Carlucci, MD, MPH

9:45 – 10:00 AM BREAK

10:00 – 10:45 AM
Auditorium

Pediatric Transplant/Immunocompromised Hosts Platform Presentation 1
Non-tuberculous Mycobacterial Infections in Immunocompromised Hosts  
Jeffrey Starke, MD
Professor, Pediatrics-Infectious Disease
Texas Children’s Hospital/Baylor College of Medicine, Houston, TX

Moderator: Inci Yildirim, MD, PhD, MSc

10:45 – 11:30 AM  
Auditorium  

Frontiers in Pediatric Infectious Diseases, Lecture 1
Use of Novel Diagnostics for M. tuberculosis
Rinn Song MD, MD(Res), MPH, MSc
Clinical Scientist, Oxford Vaccine Group, Department of Paediatrics
University of Oxford, UK 

Moderator: Neil Surana, MD, PhD

11:30 – 11:45 AM Q & A with Drs. Starke and Song

11:45 – 12:45 PM LUNCH

A G E N D A
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12:45 – 1:30 PM Breakout Career   
Sessions

Meeting Room 2
1. Grants, Loan Repayment, and Foundation Sources for
Research Funding: Emma Mohr (University of Wisconsin), Nicole
Salazar-Austin (Johns Hopkins)

Auditorium 2. Careers Outside of Academia: Doran Fink (FDA), Jorge Velarde
(Sanofi),  Sarah Labuda (CDC), Scott Dowell (Gates Foundation)

Lecture Hall 3. Finding a Job and a Niche in Peds ID: Neil Surana (Duke),
Audrey Odom John (CHOP)

Meeting Room 3
4. Review of Career Advancement Opportunities in Global
Health: Wilson Milton Were (Medical Officer), Jeffrey R. Starke
(Academician)

1:30 – 3:00 PM
Auditorium

Career Development Keynote Presentation 
How to Give Effective Presentations
Melissa Marshall, MA
Founder, Present Your Science

Moderator: Neil Surana, MD, PhD

3:00 – 3:15 PM BREAK

3:15 – 4:00 PM
Auditorium

Creating a Career in Global Health and HIV Medicine
Allison Agwu, MD, ScM
Program Director, Pediatric Adolescent Young Adult HIV/AIDS Program
Medical Director, Accessing Care Early (ACE) Clinic
Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine, Baltimore, MD

Moderator: Liz Schlaudecker, MD, MPH

4:00 – 4:35 PM  
Auditorium

Oral Abstracts Session 1
Abstract Presentation 1: Transplant Infectious Diseases
Hannah Bahakel, MD (Cincinnati Children’s Medical Center) 
“Immunogenicity and Safety of Alternative Influenza Vaccination Strategies in Repeated Seasons in 
Pediatric Hematopoietic-Cell Transplant Recipients”

Abstract Presentation 2: Global Health 
Olla Hamdan, B Pharm (Vanderbilt University Medical Center)“Patterns of Antibiotic Use in Young Children 
Hospitalized with RSV in Amman, Jordan”

Abstract Presentation 3: General Research
Christine Tanna, BA (University of Minnesota Medical School)
“A Novel Strategy to Generate a Recombinant, Live-Virus, Replication Incompetent Congenital 
Cytomegalovirus Vaccine Candidate”

5:30 – 6:30 PM Cocktail Hour 
Westin Memphis Beale Street

THUR SDAY, MARCH 2

7:50 AM  
Auditorium

Welcome and Announcements  
Gabriela Maron, MD
Division Director, Transplant ID 
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital
Tanvi S. Sharma, MD, MPH
Clinical Director and Associate Chief, Division of Pediatric Infectious Diseases
Boston Children’s Hospital, Boston, MA
Chair, St. Jude/PIDS Symposium Planning Committee

8:00 – 8:55 AM  
Auditorium

Grand Rounds 
Respiratory Syncytial Virus: Recognizing Disease Burden and Developing New Interventions
Octavio Ramilo, MD
Chair, Department of Infectious Diseases
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital 

Moderator: Gabriela Maron, MD

9:00 – 9:45 AM  
Auditorium  

Pediatric Transplant/Immunocompromised Hosts Platform Presentation 2 
Novel Therapies for Graft Versus Host Disease 
Leslie Kean, MD, PhD
Director, Stem Cell Transplant Center 
Boston Children’s Hospital/Dana Farber Cancer Institute, Boston, MA

Moderator: Tanvi Sharma, MD, MPH

9:50 - 10:10 AM  
Auditorium

PIDTRAN Research Update
Live Vaccines in Liver and Kidney Solid Organ Transplant
Lara Danziger-Isakov, MD, MPH
Director, Immunocompromised Host Infectious Disease
Cincinnati Children’s Hospital, Cincinnati, OH

Moderator: Inci Yildirim, MD, PhD, MSc

10:10 - 10:40 AM BREAK

10:45 – 11:30 AM  
Auditorium

Pediatric Transplant/Immunocompromised Hosts Platform Presentation 3
Use of Genetics Tests for ID Clinicians/Genetic Approaches to Identifying Inborn Errors of Immunity 
Kathleen Sullivan, MD, PhD
Chief, Division of Allergy and Immunology
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia, Philadelphia, PA

Moderator: Tanvi Sharma, MD, MPH

11:35 – 12:00 PM  
Auditorium

Oral Abstracts Session 2
Abstract Presentation 4: Transplant Infectious Diseases
Salih Demirhan, MD (Children’s Hospital Montefiore) 
“Body Surface Area Valganciclovir Prophylactic Dosing is Associated with a Higher Rate of Drug-
Associated Toxicities Compared to Body Weight Dosing in Pediatric Solid Organ Transplant Recipients”

Abstract Presentation 5: General Research
Ashley Sobel Leonard, MD, PhD (Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia)
“Determination of Seasonal Influenza Intrahost Viral Diversity as a Function of Host Immune Status”

12:00 – 1:00 PM LUNCH with Networking Session Tables

1:15 – 1:40 PM
Auditorium

Oral Abstracts Session 3
Abstract Presentation 6: Global Health
Alejandra Nava Ruiz, MD (Hospital de Especialidades Pediatricas)  
“Lophomonas spp: A new flagellate causing respiratory tract infections in immunocompromised patients.  
A multicenter report”

Abstract Presentation 7: Top Abstract
Alexander Laurenson, BS (University of Maryland School of Medicine)
“In Silico Prediction of Plasmodium falciparum PfRipr Epitopes as Vaccine Candidates”

A G E N D A  ( C O N T. )
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1:40 – 2:40 PM  
Auditorium

Interactive Debate 
Infectious Risk Factors in Solid Organ Transplant Donors and Recipients
Panel members:
Lara Danziger-Isakov, MD, MPH – Cincinnati Children’s Hospital
Michael Green, MD, MPH – Children’s Hospital Pittsburgh
Sruti Nadimpalli, MD – Stanford/Lucille Packard Children’s Hospital
Benjamin Hanisch, MD – Children’s National Hospital

Moderator: Hamid Bassiri, MD, PhD

2:45 – 3:30 PM
Auditorium

Pediatric ID 2040: A Vision
Scott Dowell, MD, Gates Foundation
C. Buddy Creech, MD, MPH, President, Pediatric Infectious Diseases Society
Janet Englund, MD, Seattle Children’s Hospital
Audrey Odom John, MD, PhD, Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia

Moderators: Emma Mohr, MD, PhD and Neil Surana, MD, PhD

4:30 – 6:00 PM Poster Session – Research, Transplant and Global (non-accredited)
Westin Memphis Beale Street

6:00 – 8:00 PM Dinner at the Westin Memphis Beale Street

FRIDAY, MARCH 3

8:00 – 8:05 AM
Auditorium

Welcome and Announcements  
C. Buddy Creech, MD, MPH
President, Pediatric Infectious Diseases Society
Edie Carell Johnson Chair and Professor of Pediatric Infectious Diseases
Director, Vanderbilt Vaccine Research Program
Vanderbilt University Medical Center, Nashville, TN

Elaine Tuomanen, MD 
Emeritus Chair, Department of Infectious Diseases 
Director, Children’s Infection Defense Center
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital

8:05 – 8:55 AM 
Auditorium

Frontiers in Pediatric Infectious Diseases, Lecture 2
Immune Responses to Viral Infections During Early Childhood Development
Genevieve Fouda, MD, PhD
Assistant Dean, Faculty Development
Department of Pediatrics, Weill Cornell School of Medicine, New York, NY

Moderator: Jessica Snowden, MD

8:55 – 9:45 AM 
Auditorium

Frontiers in Pediatric Infectious Diseases, Lecture 3
What We Can Learn from Viral Evolution and Immunology 
Michael Worobey, PhD
Louise Foucar Marshall Science Research Professor and Department Head
Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology
University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ

Moderator: Jessica Snowden, MD

A G E N D A  ( C O N T. )

9:45 – 10:00 AM BREAK

10:00 – 11:00 AM 
Auditorium  

Challenging Cases in Immunocompromised Hosts 
Case 1:  Marisa Orbea, MD (Baylor College of Medicine) 
Case 2:  Lisa Hiskey, DO (Mayo Clinic) 
Case 3:  Osama Ibrahim, MD (Hasbro Children’s Hospital) 
Case 4:  Sandra Castejon Ramirez, MD (St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital) 
Case 5:  Maria Gabriela Segura, MD (UT Health McGovern Medical School) 

Moderators: Sanya Thomas, MD and Janine Dailey-Garnes, MD, MPH, MS

11:00 – 11:50 AM 
Auditorium

Frontiers in Pediatric Infectious Diseases, Lecture 4
New Approaches to Building Better Pertussis Vaccines
C. Buddy Creech, MD, MPH
President, Pediatric Infectious Diseases Society
Edie Carell Johnson Chair and Professor of Pediatric Infectious Diseases
Director, Vanderbilt Vaccine Research Program
Vanderbilt University Medical Center, Nashville, TN

Moderator: Elaine Tuomanen, MD

11:50 AM–12:00 
PM BREAK

12:00 – 1:00 PM 
Auditorium

2023 John H. Erskine Lecture in Infectious Diseases 
Dissecting the Tug-of-War between Staphylococcus aureus and the Host
Victor Torres, PhD
Director, Anti-Microbial Resistant Pathogens (AMR) Program
NYU Grossman School of Medicine, New York, NY

Moderator: Elaine Tuomanen, MD

1:00 – 2:00 PM LUNCH and ADJOURN
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G E N E R A L  I N F O R M A T I O N

Location of Conference 
Marlo Thomas Center for Global Education 
and Collaboration (GEC)
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital
262 Danny Thomas Place
Memphis, TN 38105-3678

Headquarter Hotel Information
Westin Memphis Beale Street Hotel
170 Lt. George W. Lee Avenue
Memphis, TN 38103
(901) 334-5900

Registration Hours

Date Time Location

Tuesday
February 28 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. Westin Memphis Beale Street Hotel - Tennessee Ballroom

Wednesday
March 1 7:00 a.m. Marlo Thomas Center for Global Education and Collaboration 

St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital campus

Thursday
March 2  7:00 a.m. Marlo Thomas Center for Global Education and Collaboration 

St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital campus

Friday
March 3 7:00 a.m. Marlo Thomas Center for Global Education and Collaboration 

St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital campus

Date Time Pick-up Site Destination

Wednesday 
March 1

7:00, 7:15, and 
7:30 a.m. Westin Memphis Beale Street Hotel St. Jude

4:35 and 4:45 p.m. St. Jude Westin Memphis Beale Street Hotel

Thursday 
March 2

7:00, 7:15, and 
7:30 a.m. Westin Memphis Beale Street Hotel St. Jude

3:30 and 3:45 p.m. St. Jude Westin Memphis Beale Street Hotel

Friday 
March 3

7:00, 7:15, and 
7:30 a.m. Westin Memphis Beale Street Hotel St. Jude

1:00 and 1:15 p.m. St. Jude Westin Memphis Beale Street Hotel

Poster Session 
The Poster Session will take place on Thursday, March 2, from 4:30 to 6:00 p.m. in the Tennessee Ballroom at the 
Westin Memphis Beale Street. Presenters will stand by their posters at that time to answer questions and discuss 
their research. Posters will be arranged by category (Bacterial, Viral, Host Response, Other Pathogens, and Other). 
There will be a designated area in the foyer where presenters can receive assistance from staff.

Speaker Ready Room
Oral presenters may preview their slides or presentations in the Marlo Thomas GEC Auditorium, located on the 
first floor. A laptop will be provided. The rooms will be open during registration hours and audio-visual personnel 
will be available to provide technical assistance. Speakers are responsible for providing USB flash drives of their 
presentations prior to the start of the session. Alternatively, speakers are welcome to bring their presentations on 
their own laptop computers. 

Mothers’ Rooms
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital offers several Mothers’ Rooms around the campus for conference registrants. 
These rooms can be used to breastfeed your infant or to express and store milk while at the conference. The closest 
rooms to use during conference hours are the Mothers’ Room located at the Chili’s Care Center and Danny Thomas 
Research Center. Please seek staff assistance at the Registration Desk to reserve a time and be escorted to these 
rooms. 

Internet Access

St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital offers wireless internet access through HopeNet.

Shuttle Bus Service
Shuttle bus service is available for registrants to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital from the Westin Memphis 
Beale Street Hotel. Registrants are responsible for providing their own transportation to any other destination while 
in Memphis. The following shuttle schedule will be posted at the registration desk.

Contact Information
For onsite assistance, please contact Christy Phillips with PIDS (202) 306-9545 or Katie Hair with St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital  (901) 595-2623.
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Educational Objectives 
After attending this educational conference, you should be able to:

•   Describe updates to current standards in the diagnosis, treatment, and management of infectious  
    complications in pediatric immunocompromised patients, including T cell therapies
•   Explain advances in the management of infections in transplant patients
•   Explain new developments in host-pathogen interaction, focusing on bacterial, viral, and fungal infections
•   Identify opportunities and challenges during the transition from residency to fellowship and from 
     fellowship to faculty
•   Discuss global health-related opportunities for trainees and to share strategies for conducting clinical 
     research in research limited settings

Please note that session objectives will be presented during the conference as appropriate.

Accreditation Statement

                This activity has been planned and implemented in accordance with the accreditation requirements and     
                policies of the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) through the joint   
providership of St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital and the Pediatric Infectious Diseases Society. St. Jude  
Children’s Research Hospital is accredited by the ACCME to provide continuing medical education for physicians. 
 
Credit Designation 
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital designates this live activity for a maximum of 16.75 AMA PRA Category 1 
CreditsTM. Physicians should only claim the credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity. 

Claiming CME or Attendance Credit
To claim AMA PRA Category 1CreditTM or attendance credit for this activity, you must attend the sessions and log in to 
cme.stjude.org to claim credit by May 3, 2023. Specific instructions will be available during the conference.

PIDS will send a link to the conference evaluation separately.

Disclosure of Financial Relationships*
All individuals in a position to control the content of this CME activity (such as faculty, presenters, and planners) 
were asked to complete a statement regarding all financial relationships between themselves and any ineligible 
company (defined by the ACCME as any entity whose primary business is producing, marketing, selling, re-selling, or 
distributing healthcare products used by or on patients). 

All relevant financial relationships (as of February 14, 2023) are disclosed below and have been mitigated. No other 
speakers, planners, or other individuals with control over content have disclosed relevant financial relationships with 
ineligible companies. Updated disclosure information will be available in the conference lobby (both in-person and 
virtual) when the conference begins.

C O N T I N U I N G  M E D I C A L  E D U C A T I O N  I N F O R M A T I O N 

Name Role Company Type of Relationship

Benjamin Hanisch, MD Speaker Astellas, ContraFect Grant/research support

Buddy Creech, MD, MPH Speaker/
Planner GlaxoSmithKline, Pfizer, Sanofi Consulting fees

Gabriela Maron Alfaro, 
MD, MSc Planner Astellas, SynBio Grant/research support

Janet Englund, MD Speaker

Sanofi, Meissa Vaccines, 
Moderna, Pfizer, Ark Biopharma Paid consultant

Abbvie (relationship has 
ended), Merck, Astra-Zeneca Consulting fees

Jessica Snowden, MD Planner Pfizer Advisory committee

Lara Danziger-Isakov, 
MD, MPH Speaker

Merck (relationship has ended), 
Takeda Consulting fees

Shire/Takeda (relationship has 
ended), Asun, Pfizer, Merck, 
Astellas, Viracor

Grant/research support

GlaxoSmithKline, Roche 
(relationships have ended) Advisor

Elizabeth Schlaudecker, 
MD Planner Sanofi

Pfizer
Consultant fees
Supported/contracted research

Michael Green, MD, 
MPH Speaker ITB Med, Allovir, Bristol-Myers 

Squibb Consulting fees

Octavio Ramilo, MD Speaker
Janssen Grant/research support

Adagio (relationship has 
ended), Merck, Sanofi, Pfizer

Membership on advisory 
committees, review panels, etc

Victor Torres, PhD Speaker Janssen Royalties/patent beneficiary; grant/
research support
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