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PIDS Supports Universal Masking for Students, School Staff

The Pediatric Infectious Diseases Society (PIDS) is an organization of healthcare professionals
dedicated to the treatment, control, and eradication of infectious diseases affecting children.
Since March of 2020, our members have supported children through the COVID-19 pandemic,
identifying effective strategies for both treatment and prevention of SARS-CoV-2 infection.

The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) has strongly recommended the prioritization of
attending in-person school for the educational and social well-being of children.(1) In addition,
AAP has released guidance that advocates for the universal masking for all staff and students 2
years of age and older, as well as vaccination for all eligible persons, for the beginning of the
2021-2022 school year.(1) PIDS stands in strong agreement with all components of this AAP
guidance, which align with current Centers for Disease Control and Prevention guidance.(2)

While recognizing the importance of in-person education, we acknowledge that challenges
already exist for the start of the 2021-2022 school year that support the need for universal
masking: children less than 12 cannot yet be vaccinated (8), a new hyper-transmissible variant is
currently driving a 3™ surge in the United States (10) with an increasing proportion of cases in
children and young adults (12,13) and a large portion of eligible individuals are unvaccinated.
Fortunately, these challenges are not insurmountable. PIDS members collaborating with other
outstanding pediatric colleagues have conducted studies demonstrating the safety of school
where mitigation strategies (masking, distancing, hand hygiene) are implemented. These
publications demonstrate COVID-19 transmission in schools are rare (3-6) and that children who
attend in-person schooling in which mitigation measures are in place have lower risk of SARS-
CoV-2 infection (4, 7, 8). These prevention measures, paired with continued vaccination of all
eligible persons, will keep students in school and reduce risk of infection with SARS-CoV-2 for
the students, staff, and their household members.

We stand at a crucial phase of this pandemic for our children, one of our most vulnerable
populations, and for whom we serve as a voice. Children have suffered tremendous pandemic-
related consequences due to missed in-person schooling, which has contributed to immeasurable
losses to education, social stability, food security, and mental health.(9, 10) We know that
children of color are at the highest risk of the adverse effects related to losing in-person school
education (11), and studies have shown a higher rate of children of ethnic and racial minorities
testing positive for SARS-CoV-2.(12) We have the tools to promote a safe return to in-person
schooling for all children. PIDS firmly and resolutely supports the AAP recommendations of
universal masking for students and staff and vaccination for all eligible with the return to school
for the beginning of the 2021 school year.
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The Pediatric Infectious Disease Society (PIDS) is the world’s largest organization of professionals
dedicated to the treatment, control, and eradication of infectious diseases affecting children.
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